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The title of this book did not encourage us to read it. Actually, we did not want to reach for this 

book. Its title signaled a certain type of passing judgement and persuasion, which we do not easily 

yield to. However, reading the first few pages dispels fears that this is a reportage with a thesis. 

It is a story about the conflict. About a collision of image of an ideal world, constructed according 

to the moral and cultural patterns, with bare life, with real human experience. And with the attempts 

of individual rebellion against terrible fate. 

The possibilities created by civilization and progress of medicine open a battlefield, but also reveal 

our helplessness. They show that traditional ways of interpreting reality are insufficient. 

The book translates the arguments of trivialized public debate into the problems of specific 

individuals. It juxtaposes prescriptions of moralizers with dreams, decisions and suffering of 

ordinary people. 

It shows the individual choices that do match neither the simple, preacher-like guidelines nor the 

hooting of all-knowing politicians. 

The author found the protagonists of the documentary in five countries, but never once does she 

complain about the difficulties she had to overcome to find them and get them to tell their very 

personal, often intimate stories. 

She chose a type of narrative reluctantly used in contemporary reportage – she took on the role of 

the medium. She reports, but does not interfere, does not squander comments, does not judge. 

The author found an adequate language to talk about medical problems. She offered a neutral style 

of writing about issues that in the Polish stylistics usually have a quality of sentimentality or 

vulgarity, or raw medical terminology. 

Collected stories, even though sometimes shocking, do not create space for voyeurism, neither do 

they feed on sensation. 

They reveal areas beyond the knowledge and imagination of people who are not participants in the 

experience of reproductive medicine. The variants which are abstract for outside observers are here 

made concrete in the experiences of real characters. 

To tell with calm deliberation about in vitro post mortem, 

to tell without emphasis about the suffering associated with reproduction, 

to tell about the parents interests and children interests, 

to tell simply about cytoplasm and insemination, 

this is the real challenge that... Carolina Domagalska lived up to! 

 

Laudatory Speech was given by prof. Urszula Glensk at the National Forum of Music in Wrocław 

on May 16, 2016. 


