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The author to whom we present this award calls the title word of his book “humanity’s 
greatest curse.” 
 The inhabitants of the affluent Western world use this word—but they cannot imagine what 
it really means. A condition experienced by 795 million people around the globe does not affect us 
all. But hunger is a fact of daily life. Eight thousand people die of hunger in a single day, three 
hundred every hour, five every minute. 
 Caparrós gives these unimaginable statistics a name, a history, and a human face. 
 
 In his great book, he links individual tragedies with a profound analysis of social and 
economic processes. This literary work is born of exacting documentation, numerous interviews, and 
distant journeys, and the reader is guaranteed to find it moving. 
 Caparrós deconstructs our way of thinking: he forces us to reflect in unexpected ways on 
Mother Theresa’s activities, he shows the postcolonial face of authority, he makes us see hunger 
does not come from lack of food but rather from its incompetent and unjust distribution worldwide. 
The corn produced for biofuel in the United States would alone be sufficient to give every starving 
person in the world a half-kilo a day. Anyone, when asked, would say it’s more important to feed a 
child then pour one more gallon of gasoline into a huge car, but it is exactly the opposite that occurs. 
 Caparrós has created a monumental work, giving voice to impoverished and excluded 
people, to those whom the world’s unjust rules deny the right to live. His writing, full of empathy 
and concern for the fate of the weak, is close to the spirit of Ryszard Kapuściński’s work. 
 During the Student Jury’s deliberations, there was heated discussion around three books: 
Leave No Trace: The Case of Grzegorz Przemyk by Cezary Łazarewicz, The War is Dead, Long Live the 
War by Ed Vulliamy and Hunger by Martín Caparrós. These works of literary journalism stirred our 
imaginations. We felt they most successfully combined authorial talent and important social 
problems. 
 For the bravery to pose fundamental and difficult questions, 
 for attempting to give a voice to the unheard 
 for journalistic work which seems to exceed the capacities of one individual 
 for a work which can set change in motion 
 We present this award to Martín Caparrós! 
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