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Culture is one of the priorities of modern-day Warsaw and a significant element in the city's civilisational 
development and civic identity. It is co-creating the brand of the city in Poland, Europe and in the world 
as a metropolis worthy of particular attention.

The priority expressed in the title of the strategic document The city of culture and citizens, which is 
supporting active participation in culture, is becoming increasingly tangible. Culture is clearly a driver 
of social change brought about by investment, revitalization projects, cooperation with various partners 
and measures to counteract cultural exclusion.

Warsaw is a leading Polish city in combining business with creativity. We are aware that the solutions 
provided by the creative sector not only enhance Warsaw's space but also improve the quality of life 
of its citizens. Therefore, we are supporting the sector by facilitating the development of know-how 
and creating opportunities for the international exchange of experience.

Warsaw provides funds for culture, supports and awards artists, honours and appreciates their efforts in 
presenting and commenting on contemporary life in Warsaw. Our international presence is compelling, 
emphasising Warsaw's cultural values and symbols. Culture is Warsaw's energy. 

Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz
Mayor of  Warsaw
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_background

The City of Warsaw is an organiser and patron 
of Warsaw’s culture. It implements its cultural 
policies through the Culture Department. 
We have prepared this report summarising our 
activities in 2016.

CREATE WARSAW’S
CULTURAL POLICY

SET UP
THE OPERATIONS
OF CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS

[       ]2016

STRATEGICALLY 
PLAN 
THE BUDGET

INVEST 
IN DIALOGUE 
AND PARTICIPATION 

PROVIDE ACCESS 
TO CULTURAL 
INFORMATION

DEVELOP 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
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_what we do



_city of culture and citizens 

_The  Congress  of  Culture  2016 
7 – 9  October,  The  Palace  of  Culture  and  Science
Organised on the initiative of the citizens, the Congress was held under the slogan Let's get together . 
Three days of debates, meetings and presentations concerning topics selected in a democratic way 
by participants from all over Poland. The substantive core of that event was formed by the activities 
of working groups, the so-called Tables. The topics suggested by the participants themselves considered, 
among other things, the rights of creators and the addressees of culture, cultural education, the challenges 
of multiculturalism, cultural policies, and democracy. The event was organised by Powszechny Theater.

_ The  Assemblies.  The  art  of  the  community   festival

The Defilad Square and the Dramatyczny Theatre were transformed into a space for establishing temporary, 
spontaneous communities, formed around artistic and social activities. The event, initiated by the Culture 
Department, was organised by the Nowy Teatr International Cultural Centre. We invited Eliza Durka 
and Michał Zadara to organise the first edition of the festival. The citizens of Warsaw were invited 
to participate in carpentry workshops for women, listen to improvised concerts, see the exhibits, suggest 
their own amendments to the Constitution during sessions of the Parliament of Ordinary People, and even 
participate in the marathon theatre performance of  Dziady  by  Adam  Mickiewicz,  directed  by  Michał  
Zadara. 

_ Guests ,  by  Krzysztof  Wodiczko 

The work of Krzysztof Wodiczko, which represented Poland at the 53th Venice Biennale, is displayed 
at multimedia gallery at Świętokrzyska   Warsaw Metro station. The Goście  (Guests) project refers to one 
of the most important issues of contemporary world – migration policy. Krzysztof Wodiczko (b. 1943, 
Warsaw, Poland) lives in New York and Cambridge, USA and is a worldwide artist known for large-scale public 
projections, and interactive instruments and vehicles created in order to empower marginalised individuals 
and  communities,  and  give  light  to  societal  injustices. 

' '

' '
7 – 9  October,  The  Palace  of  Culture  and  Science

' '

' '
3 – 9  October,  the  Świętokrzyska  Metro  Station 

' ' ' '

We support the cultural and artistic projects of various origins. In October 2016, some of these were 
combined under the same flag – social engagement. The Congress of Culture 2016, the The Assemblies. 
The art of community  festival as well as the The Guests  project presented on Warsaw metro stations, 
activated the citizens of Warsaw, gave the opportunity to hold debates, engaged the city's cultural 
institutions, and culture improved its presence and availability in public spaces. That way, Warsaw became 
associated  with  the  title  of  its  strategic  document  dedicated  to  culture – The  city  of  culture  and  citizens.

'
' ' '

We believe that society becomes 
better, more sensitive, and wiser 
thanks to culture. 
                   
Tomasz Thun-Janowski, 
Director of the Culture Department, City of Warsaw
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_the Programme of Culture 
Development
Social participation is an essential element in implementing an effective cultural policy. Therefore, 
we consult  on  our  decisions  with  representatives  of  citizens  and  cultural  circles. 

_
The Council consults on the assumptions of the cultural policy of the City of Warsaw, delivers opinions 
regarding operational programmes, and promotes activities undertaken within the framework 
of the Programme of Culture Department. In June 2016, the Mayor of Warsaw appointed the new Social 
Cultural Council. In 2016, the Council held three meetings. These meetings were occasions to exchange 
experiences with the management of the SCC from the previous term, discuss cultural investments  
in the city,  and  plan  the  budget  for  the  year  2017. 

_PCD  Steering  Team 
In 2016, the PCD Steering Team Committee held 16 meetings. The team  focused their activities on drafting 
two operational projects and conducting the process of public consultations concerning them. The team 
continued its activities regarding audience development and work on the report concerning libraries 
in Warsaw. Additionally, the team closely collaborated with task groups working on an update to the Warsaw 
Development  Strategy  2030,  taking  special  care  over  provisions  relating  to  culture. 

Social  Cultural  Council 

_operational  programmes

_Social  Cultural  Council
Małgorzata  Omilanowska,  Mirosław  Bałka,  Marek  Chodaczyński, 
Zofia  Dworakowska,  Joanna  Grotkowska,  Paweł  Kos-Nowicki,  
Paweł  Pawlikowski,  Ewa  Rewers

_Warsaw  Cultural  Education  Programme

The common programme for culture and education has been implemented since 2009, as part 
of which, in the year 2015, we initiated the Laboratory of Cultural Education – a two-year-long 
system of training for individuals dealing with cultural education. We conducted training 
sessions in 23 community centres in the field of team cooperation and communication, as well 
as planning the institutional development strategy. The participants also worked on quality 
indicators in cultural education, and the utilisation of new technologies. 

a knowledge base concerning cultural education 
in Warsaw and its creators, information 
on publications, research, good practices
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The  6th  Warsaw  Cultural  Energy  Festival
5  June,  The  Royal  Łazienki  Park 
The artistes and animators of culture presented the effects of, e.g., works of amateur groups 
actively participating in life of community centres, libraries, and schools, as well as foundations 
and associations.

The  Warsaw  Cultural  Education  Award
13  October,  Targowa  Creativity  Centre 
For the seventh time, we have honoured the best educational and cultural projects, and given 
awards to the best animators, educators, and teachers. The Grand Prix 2016 was awarded 
to The Warsaw  Rising  Museum  for  the  project  One,  two,  three,  Warsaw  is  you  and  me. 

Warsaw  Cultural  Education  Projects  and  Programmes  Fair
14  November,  the  Nowy  Teatr  International  Cultural  Centre
As every year, the creators of the most interesting Warsaw projects in the field of cultural 
education have had the opportunity to share good practices, but this time it was in the premises 
of our  new  headquarters. 

_the  operating  programmes  MANAGEMENT  AND  CREATIVITY

The Culture Department invited for collaboration the experts who prepared drafts of documents 
implementing the Programme of Culture Department in two areas – management and creation. 
The first one was prepared by the Team under the supervision of Prof. Jerzy Hausner, the second 
by the Team supervised by Edwin Bendyk. We intended to formulate recommendations 
on the utilisation of good practices, new rules, and tools for the implementation of long-term 
cultural policy on non-governmental organisations, cultural institutions,  and  creators. 

Widespread public consultations for both documents were held in April and May, aimed 
at collecting opinions taking into account the various needs of creative circles. In 2017, 
our priority is to implement them as the operating programme, MANAGEMENT and CREATIVITY. 

We granted funds for revitalization projects, 
projects implemented by district community 
centres, and amateur movements. 

PLN  336,067 

The Culture-Animation Fund  
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Report on public consultation

http://www.konsultacje.um.warszawa.pl/aktualnosci/raport-z-konsultacji-spolecznych-2-projektow-dokumentow-operacyjnych-do-PRK


_Audience  Development  Programme 

The Audience Development Programme aims to support cultural institutions in developing 
relations with audiences. It encompasses a wide range of activities – from educational 
and animation activities to the programming of artistic projects, promotion and marketing. 
We want all institutions of culture to have and implement audience-development strategies. 
The Warsaw programme helps the institutions of culture to strengthen their relations with 
audiences. 

' '

' '

' '

The  Audience  Developer:  Skills  and  Training  in  Europe   Conference
1—11  March,  Bilbao 
We participated in a conference concluding the international ADESTE project. This was 
a summary of the European programmes concerning the establishment of audience-
development strategies in institutions and organisations in the field of culture. The Culture 
Department joined that project as a partner during the year. Training sessions are the main 
elements of the projects. To date, 52 individuals from 28 Warsaw (local governmental 
and national) institutions of culture have participated in the project.                             

The  Children's  Week   project
29  May – 5  June 
13 institutions from Warsaw combined their forces and prepared a joint proposal for 29 cultural 
events – concerts, contests, a picnic, theatre plays, workshops, excursions with the guarantee 
of the highest quality in terms of content, place, and educational values. The audience had 
easier access to information thanks to a combined map of events.  

Social  campaign – Nice  to  see  you  in  the  theatre
September
The neon campaign, when on Gdański Bridge the title wording was backlit, it was formed 
as an invitation  for  Warsaw’s  audience  to  visit  theatres.

Conference  RE:PUBLICUM  2016 
3 – 4  November,  Prague 
Warsaw accepted an invitation to this international conference on audience development. 
We presented  our  activities  in  this  field. 

Action-Learning  Project
23  November,  Targowa  Creativity  Centre 
This meeting of participants in all editions of the ADESTE-programme training sessions aimed 
at the networking and integration of the circle of employees of Warsaw's institutions of culture. 

.

.
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We requested the collaboration of experts, and asked them to formulate recommendations 
facilitating improvements in the operations of municipal libraries. The work on their report was 
preceded by a survey indicating the current position of libraries in the cultural landscape 
of the city, and the needs of the contemporary library user. Based on the collected information, 
the Team drafted suggestions for amendments which will be discussed with library circles 
and districts. 

The Culture Department joined a pilot project being conducted by Instytut Spraw 
Zaawansowanych w Warszawie/The Institute for Advanced Topics in Warsaw/ – the Culture 
and Development Laboratory, regarding the development and expanding of evaluation. 
We intend to make evaluation a useful tool for both the institutions of culture and their hosts. 
We invited to the project, among others, the institutions of culture involved in 
the implementation  of  the  Integrated  Revitalisation  Programme. 

 

_a survey  of  the  audience  for  Warsaw  institutions  of  culture
This survey was conducted on a sample of over 5 thousand individuals visiting Warsaw 
institutions of culture, preceded by a quality survey (focus-group discussions). It was conducted 
in 30 institutions. The range of topics included audience profile, its motives and habits 
concerning participation in cultural events, and the utilised sources of information on such 
events, as well as the level of satisfaction from visiting such institutions of culture. The concept 
of the survey was formulated with support from the surveyed institutions. The collected data 
were analysed and presented regarding the whole surveyed audience, and also to the audiences 
of individual institutions. The results will be used for the planning of the development 
of institutions, and activities aimed at developing the audience for cultural events. The survey 
was conducted  by  Millward  Brown  S.A.  and  Realizacja  Sp. z o.o. 

_an  analysis  of  social-dialogue  bodies 
This analysis encompassed the competences, up-to-date functioning, and results of the work 
of social-dialogue bodies, in terms of culture. Any recommendations based on them will be used 
to implement solutions improving collaboration between the Culture Department and those 
bodies. The results of the analyses, and the suggested solutions, will also make a contribution 
to the process of the comprehensive modification of the social-dialogue model in Warsaw, 
hosted by the Centre for Public Communication. The analyses were conducted by the University 
of  Warsaw.

_knowledge management 

_libraries team 

_evaluation in the cultural sector

_research and analyses 
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_a year in institutions 

_new  venue  for  the  Kwadrat  Theatre
The comprehensive remodelling of the Kwadrat Theatre encompassed; the renovation of the premises 
of the former cinema complex. New stage amenities were created, and the building was equipped with 
a completely new infrastructure. The first play in the new venue was shown in February, and the grand 
opening, held in March, was associated with the première  of  Medium ,  directed  by  Andrzej  Nejman. 

_the  10th  anniversary  of  the  History  Meeting  House
In February, this institution celebrated the 10th anniversary of its foundation. The remodelling works on 
the premises on Karowa Street were completed. The Jubilee-event programme included a curator's viewing 
of the jubilee exhibition A new start. Warsaw 1945-55 , the launching of the interactive map Warsaw 
Memorised , from Archive collections of Audio-Visual Records of the History Meeting House and KARTA, 
concerts, the Warsaw in mind  competition, the promotion of books for children by Bohdan Butenko, 
and the  inauguration  of  the  Warsaw  meetings  –  Warsaw  Twist . 

_70  years  of  the  Guliwer  Puppet  Theatre
The Guliwer Puppet Theatre was also celebrating its birthday. 70 years have passed since the first première 
staged then in difficult, post-War, conditions. Recalling that event, on the 17th of April, the Theatre Group 
arranged  the  Jubilee  evening. 

' '

' ' '
'

' '
' '

_the  new  Director  of  the  Lalka  Theatre
Jarosław Kilian was the winner of the contest for the position of Director of the Lalka Theatre, announced 
in April. He was selected due to his experience in puppet theatres, and his ability to manage the institution. 
The programme presented during the contest afforded the opportunity to develop the theatre 
as a contemporary and interesting place for the youngest Warsaw citizens.                                       .

10

the new venue 
of the Kwadrat Theatre 
can accommodate 
nearly 400 spectators



The POLIN Museum complies with all the possible 
requirements established by the Academy. 
The Museum is unique – this is the highest-ranked 
institution of culture reaching a wide range of visitors 
from all over the world, and, therefore, is fully worthy 
of being named 'The Total Museum'. 

from the statement of the EMA jury  

_opening of the Nowy Teatr International 
Cultural Centre

In April, the team of Krzysztof Warlikowski started to work in their own venue in the Mokotów District 
of Warsaw. The post-industrial space was transformed in an oasis of culture, and became the highest-quality 
brand in Warsaw. The Nowy Teatr is the producer of theatre plays, festivals, and educational events. 
The theatre's activities are focused on the participation.                                                                      .

_awards  for  the  Museum of  the  History  
of  Polish  Jews
In April, the POLIN Museum was honoured with the European Museum of the Year Award 2016. In this edition, 
49 candidates from 24 countries fought for the title of the best institution. In November, the POLIN Museum 
was granted the EMA (The European Museum Academy Award) – one of the most prestigious European 
awards for museums. 

The play 'Francuzi' by Krzysztof Warlikowski, a walk 
round the building with actors, and the International 
Opening Forum attended by distinguished guests from 
Poland and Europe, were included in the programme 
of the opening of the new venue.
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26–28 May 2017
the opening of the Museum of Warsaw 

_the Museum of Warsaw 

The construction of the new premises of the Museum of Contemporary Art and the TR Warszawa 
Theatre in Warsaw represents one of the most interesting and largest cultural projects, 
and is scheduled to be completed in the year 2020. It is being conducted in accordance 
with the competition design of architectonic studio Thomas Phifer and Partners. In 2016, 
3 of 6 phases of the agreement with the designer were completed – the initial conceptual design, 
conceptual design, and building plans and specifications. The following remain to be completed 
– building permit, the preparation of detailed plans for construction, and design supervision. 
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_the  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
/TR  Warszawa Theatre 

_farewell  to  Emilia  pavilion
In May, during the Night of the Museums, MSN completed its four-year-long period of operation 
in the former furniture salon Emilia. The farewell was attended by all admirers of that type of architecture, 
and a programme of various events was prepared: concerts, a conference on modernistic architecture, 
the release of an album about the pavilion. The Museum is still functioning on Pańska Street with 
a programme of small exhibitions, and meetings with authors, but has also announced its presence 
on the Vistula in 2017.                                                                                                 

The Museum of Warsaw, located on Rynek Starego Miasta, is undergoing a total transformation. 
The institution has redefined its role. The upgrading of the premises is part of the transformation. 
The general renovation and conservation of 11 tenement houses, started in 2015, is being completed. 

_the  8th  'Warsaw  Under  Construction' festival 
Home  at  last. 
It was a joint project of the Museum of Modern Art and the Museum of Warsaw. In 2016, the exhibition was 
arranged for the eighth time. Its main goal was to present the transformations of the housing and residential 
environment in Poland from a socialist state to a market economy, and to present the functioning of a new 
model  with  connections  to  global  neoliberalism. 

.



_revitalization 

Culture has never been such an important 
component in a major strategic programme 
in Warsaw. Culture plays a key role as a driver 
of change of the right-bank Warsaw. 

_revitalization projects 
Revitalization activities are not limited to infrastructure investments. We focus on soft activities  
aimed at understanding the needs of the citizens, building cultural competences, 
and popularising participation in culture. Our institutions and community centres in the Praga 
district are strongly involved in the implementation of projects.

Katarzyna Świerzewska won the contest for the position of  Director of PRAGA Community 
Centre in March. The winner presented the programme and organisational concept providing 
for the development of the institution, by involvement of the local community. The  Committee  
selected  her  unanimously. 
 

 

In July's open selection for animators of the activities of integrating events, in the framework 
of the revitalization programme, we chose 6 individuals. They act as the initiators of relations 
and cooperation among individuals, informal groupings, institutions, organisations, 
and other entities organising cultural and social events on right-bank Warsaw. Their main role 
is to help the citizens find information on the revitalization programme and cultural resources.

_the new director of the Praga Community Centre 

_animators
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_Sinfonia  Varsovia European Music Centre

This new music centre concentrated on the Sinfonia Varsovia Orchestra to be built in Warsaw's 
Kamionek district. The winning concept of the architect Thomas Pucher will be implemented 
on Grochowska Street. The project was entered on the list of priorities of the revitalisation 
programme. 

_the  creation  of  the  Nowa  Praga  Cultural  Centre / Konopacki  Palace 

The conservational remodelling of the monumental Konopacki Palace on Strzelecka Street, 
included in revitalization programme, was completed. This was the first phase in the upgrading 
process. Due to the historical value of the building, and its huge importance for nearby residents, 
and after discussions on the use of the building, we decided that social consultations were 
indispensible. We invited for cooperation the Ę  Creative Initiatives Association, which for 
years has supported houses and institutions of culture in the implementation of changes. 
Consultations held in May were concluded with a report and recommendations on 
the functional plan for Konopacki Palace. According to the will of citizens, expressed during 
the public consultations, the building is to serve as a local social and cultural centre, as well as 
a place for encounters among neighbours.                                           .

_upgrade  of  the  Baj  Theatre 

The upgrading of the Baj Theatre is also a revitalization project. The Warsaw Division 
of the Polish Architects Association, having been Invited to cooperate, prepared a functional 
plan for the planned investment. The project combines the historical value of the theatre 
building and the nearby kindergarten, with its modern way of functioning.                

 

_the  Centre  of  Creativity  Targowa

The Creativity Centre on Targowa Street is an example of successful revitalization solutions – 
an investment dedicated to the creative sector, supporting entrepreneurship, and integrating 
Warsaw initiatives. The ceremonial gala of the Awards of Warsaw Cultural Education  
Programme   was  held  there. 

' '

.

_Praga Cultural Investments 

sinfoniavarsoviacentrum.pl
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www.sinfoniavarsoviacentrum.pl


_the Culture Department projects

_the  City  of  Warsaw  Literary  Award 
A prestigious distinction whose history goes back to pre-War times. In its present form, 
the award  has  been  presented  since  2008. 

The  winners  of  the  9th  edition: 
Warsaw edition / Magdalena Kicińska / Mrs Stefa 
Children's literature / Justyna Bednarek (text) and Daniel de Latour (illustrations) 
/ The amazing adventures of the ten socks (four right and six left)
Poetry / Piotr Matywiecki / Who is forever?
Prose / Anna Janko / A little extinction
Warsaw creator / Eustachy Rylski

_the  Ryszard  Kapuściński  Award 
for  Literary  Reportage
A way of honouring and the promoting the most valuable reportage-type books discussing 
important problems of the contemporary world. The award commemorates the literary output 
of the patron of the award. 

The winner of the 7th edition: 
Paweł Piotr Reszka / The Devil and the chocolate bar 

_Urban  Greenery  Contest      
The competition was originated in 1935 by the then Mayor of Warsaw Stefan Starzyński. 
Since 1984 it has been organised in cooperation with the Society of Warsaw's Friends. Each year 
the competition features meetings and workshops addressed to all the residents of Warsaw.

_the  33rd  edition
There were 230 submissions to the competition from all districts of Warsaw. The awards 
of the Mayor of Warsaw were given in the categories MAN, NEIGHBOURS and COMPANY. 
Promotional events –called Advisory Centres –were held as part of this edition.
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The 33rd Urban Greenery Contest competition is recognised 
as one of 70 best European cultural practices in the field 
of heritage and social integration, developed under 
the Culture for Cities and Regions project.



more than 121 events 47 institutions  

_Chopin in the Luxembourg Garden
/ Chopin au Jardin du Luxembourg
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_Accessible  Culture  Festival

Together with the Culture without Barriers Foundation, we are committed to providing people 
with disabilities with better access to Warsaw's cultural services. To this end, we purchase audio-
description equipment and audio-induction loops for box offices, arrange courses for 
employees, make the websites of municipal institutions accessible to people with disabilities 
and provide audio description at performances. We are setting an example for other Polish 
cities. 

Traditionally each year, Warsaw and Chopin visit Paris. Outdoor concerts played 
by distinguished pianists gather hundreds of admirers of the composer's works. This was 
already  the  7th  edition  of  the  project. 

The  4th  Warsaw  Week  of  Accesible  Culture  Festival
23  September  –  9  October
Participants had the opportunity to visit museums, participated in workshops, had discussions 
after film screenings, viewed theatrical plays with audio-description and subtitles, visited 
exhibitions in galleries, walked round the city, and visited TV and radio studios. The Facebook 
page  attracted  over  1,750  visitors  daily. 



_the  Night  of  the  Museums 
As every year, in May, municipal institutions of culture, libraries and district community centres 
participated in this unique event. The newcomers included museums, galleries, foundations, 
schools, embassies, and  State  institutions. 

_Defilad  Square
This is a successful example of the transformation of the city space. We supported the third edition 
of the project. The City of Warsaw was its author, and the Studio Theatre was the host of the event. 
Throughout the summer, Warsaw citizens and tourists had the opportunity to enjoy the commonly 
accessible and wide cultural package, including entertainment, organised in that place. This was 
an extensive cooperation by institutions of culture, non-governmental organisations, 
and independent artists. We invited to collaboration the creators of original social events. 

_the  Warsaw  Film  Festival
The Grand Prix of the 32nd Warsaw International Film Festival, the main award in the International 
Contest, funded by City of Warsaw, was presented to Parviz Shahbazi from Iran for the film entitled 
Malaria. 

_the  Klio  Award 
The Klio Award for the best Varsovia position, presented during the Historical Books Fairs. 
In 2016, the jury decided to nominate five works, including books by Magdalena Stopa Before 
the War and the palace (Przed wojną i pałacem), published by the History Meeting House. 

_other  projects

148
events

the square 
of culture 
and citizens

300,000
Warsaw citizens

13th edition
252 institutions
40 newcomers

45,000
participants
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THE BROWN PAPER CLIP
the award of The Polish Public Relations Consultancies 
Association and the Independent Bookshops Society 
for the City of Warsaw in the category of social events, 
for arranging this project

_400-Grosz  Ticket
On 21 May, public theatres from all over Poland presented their plays as part of the second edition 
of the campaign 'A Grosz Ticket'. The price of a ticket in 2016 was directly associated with the 400th 
anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare. The Zbigniew Raszewski Institute is the author 
and coordinator of 'A Grosz Ticket'  campaign. 

_Poetry  in  the  metro 
For a month, the daily journey by metro gained a new, poetic image. The European Union 
National Institutes for Culture EUNIC, Warsaw, was the organiser of the event. 

_'Zaczytani.org'
A great collection of books held in May, under the patronage of the Mayor of Warsaw. 
The collected books are handed over to children's hospitals, orphanages, and hospices. 
This time, specially designed benches in the shape of an open book appeared in selected  spots  
of  Warsaw. 

_the  Warsaw  Weekend  of  Independent  Bookshops
 In the first weekend of June, in 20 locations, the Society of Independent Booksellers planned 
a full schedule of literary events for Warsaw citizens. Apart from classic meetings with authors 
and discussion about books, the visitors had the opportunity to participate in concerts, 
the auctions of paintings, 'speed dating' with authors, illustration workshops, city games, 
and evening dancing. The project was implemented thanks to the support of the City, and funds 
collected  through  the  pomagam.pl  platform.
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_cooperation with various partners 

6 projects
a call for half a year
projects 2016/2017 

35 projects
a call for two-year
projects 2015/2016

24  projects
small grants

35 projects
a call for year-and-a-half
projects 2015/2016

28 projects
a call held every 
three years 
2014/2016

120 projects
a call for one-year
projects
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The total amount assigned for the performance 
of the winning projects was PLN  20,669,345 
and PLN  240,000 as part of small grants. 

_open  calls  for  proposals  addressed  to  NGOs

2016 brought a lot of changes. A new Plenipotentiary of the Mayor of Warsaw for cooperation with 
NGOs started her work in the Centre for Public Communication. In collaboration with representatives 
of the Social-Dialogue Committee, we worked to formulate a transparent procedure and open calls’ tasks.                                                                         

_donations  for  non-governmental  organisations  in  2016 

.



UNIVERSITIES:
The Warsaw University of Technology, The Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, 
The Fryderyk Chopin University of Music, The Warsaw University of Life Sciences, 
The Aleksander Zelwerowicz National Academy of Dramatic Art in Warsaw, 
The University of Warsaw 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS OF CULTURE:
The Masovia Institute for Culture, The Adam Mickiewicz Museum of Literature, 
The Warsaw Chamber Opera 

GOVERNMENT CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS: 
The National Library, The Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art, 
The Adam Mickiewicz Institute, The Museum of King John III's Palace at Wilanów, 
The Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw, The National Audiovisual Institute, 
The Fryderyk Chopin National Institute, The Zachęta National Gallery of Art, 
The Royal Castle in Warsaw 

We supported the organisation of the celebrations 
for the Jubilee of the University of Warsaw. 
The programme included numerous events 
implemented on the University's campuses 
and in the city space. 

_the  opening  of  the  Centre  of  Dance  Art
The Centre of Dance Art in Warsaw was a pilot project which gathered 14 non-governmental organisations 
and creative associations in the field of modern dance in Warsaw. The official opening of the Warsaw stage 
was held in September. The project was implemented with the support of the City. 

_cooperation  with  government  cultural  institutions 
Each year we support government cultural institutions and tertiary organisation of an open call for projects 
of relevance to the regional development policy. In 2016, we supported 25 projects.                          .

200 years of the University of Warsaw
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_art scholarships  

PLN 3,750,000   

The scholarship system facilitates the undertaking of artistic projects by the most promising 
and original individual creators, not representing any institution of non-governmental organisation. The art 
scholarships of the City of Warsaw have been presented since the year 2009. To date, they have been 
presented to nearly 200 individuals, and the total amount assigned for internships is PLN 3,750,000.

_Mazovia Warsaw Film Commission 

Mazovia Warsaw Film Commission is one of the regional film funds operating in Poland 
and Europe. It is an important complement to the national programme of the Polish 
Film Institute, as well as to regional policy of supporting and promoting film culture 
and the audiovisual  sector. 

In 2016, the activities involving the cooperation of the City of Warsaw and the Masovia Institute for Culture, 
in the framework of the local film fund, are concentrated on numerous enterprises communicating to foreign 
film makers that the Polish film industry is centred around Warsaw. To convince the foreign producers, 
directors, and managers for looking for filming locations that they can find anything necessary to produce 
good films in the City of Poland – from talented people to technical amenities and post-production studios – 
site visits and documentary visits were arranged for foreign film producers. 

total amount assigned 
to art scholarship 
since 2009
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_the  creative  sector   
We support the creative sector by helping it to accumulate know-how and creating opportunities for 
the exchange of experiences, including on the international level. We support the development of the sector 
by organising training sessions, workshops, studio visits, foreign promotions, conferences, and research. 

Startup  Art  Programme 
March – November 
The programme of support in the creation of enterprises for students of artistic universities 
based on proven methods of the performance and financing of startup projects, 
and the establishment of the system of support and activation of individuals from the creative 
sector presenting interesting business concepts. The workshops, mentoring with experts 
and networking events are held within the framework of the programme. Our startup – Wise 
Stories – was  admitted  to  the  acceleration  programme  Orange  Fab. 

Element-Talks Conference
23 – 24  April,  Praska  Printing  House  in  Warsaw
The largest international conference in Poland bringing together designers, dealing with 
entrepreneurship of designers and practical aspects of their work, such as negotiations, 
customer  relations  and  copyright.

Warsaw  Gallery  Weekend 
22 – 25  September
The 6th edition of this cyclic artistic event was attended by 23 private Warsaw galleries, 
and exhibitions and special events were organised by institutions of culture. There was 
an accompanying event NOT FAIR – attended by galleries from Germany, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Norway, the Czech Republic, and Kosovo.                                       

Warsaw  Music  Week Festival
27– 30  October
A modern club festival presenting the electronic music scene from Poland and abroad. It is also 
accompanied by a conference on the promotion of Polish artistes abroad. Independent music 
labels have the opportunity to present artistes and première recordings. The festival audience 
could listen to acts and musicians from acclaimed labels, such as Nextpop, Requiem Records, 
and  Asfalt. 

Textifood  Exhibition 
2 – 30  November,  The  Palace  of  Culture  and  Science 
This exhibition, organised in cooperation with the French Institute, and the accompanying 
events, were a celebration of fashion expressed in combination with art, technology, and nature. 
Warsaw ecological fashion brands were presented on one of the stands. The debate about 
support for the development of the fashion industry was also held with representatives 
of French schools and incubators supporting the fashion industry.                       

.

.
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The cooperation agreement between Warsaw and Berlin was signed twenty five years ago. 
The Silver Jubilee was celebrated in both capital cities, and the cities became for each other 
a unique creative inspiration. Numerous attractions for citizens were organised – plays, 
exhibitions, and concerts.                                                     . 

_joint  cultural  enterprises

Warsaw's of cultural institutions made a significant contribution to the preparation 
of the Jubilee cultural programme. Spectators could watch installations and plays by German 
artistes in the Nowy Teatr International Cultural Centre, and Deutsche Bank Kunsthalle 
presented an exhibition arranged by Warsaw Zachęta. The joint projects were organised by, 
among others, the Powszechny Theatre, and the Maxim Gorki Theatre, as well as the Polish 
Institute in Berlin and the Goethe Institute in Warsaw.                                                         

Moreover, the Warsaw Gallery Weekend established cooperation with ABC Contemporary Art 
Fairs, and, as a result, galleries from Berlin were invited to Warsaw, and vice-versa. The Warsaw 
Music Week festival was held in October, organised in collaboration with Pop Berlin Festival. 

_visits  by  the  leaders  of  the  cities

7 – 8  May – visit  by  the  Mayor  of  Berlin  Mr.  Michael  Müller  to  Warsaw 
Accompanied by Mayor of Warsaw Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz, he attended the Schuman's 
Parade and a debate on the challenges faced by European metropolitan cities. The Mayors 
jointly opened the European Concert held in the Multimedia Fountain Park in Podzamcze. 

1 – 2  July – visit by the  Mayor of  Warsaw Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz  in Berlin 
Mayor of Warsaw Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz visited the City Hall in Berlin, took a trip on Warsaw's 
Solaris bus to the Polish Institute, and gave a lecture entitled “Warsaw-Berlin-Europe: the effects 
of collaboration and the future perspectives” in Europäische Akademie Berlin. 

An  open  call   for  the  Jubilee
In cooperation with other departments, on the occasion of the Jubilee, we organised an open 
call for non-governmental organisations involving artistic activities. The winning projects 
encompassed a photographic exhibition, dance shows, a programme of residencies for artistes 
from Warsaw and Berlin, a book on David Bowie, and the importation of the Torstrasse Festival 
to  the  Vistula. 

Networking
In this Jubilee year, Warsaw was visited by representatives of the Youth Parliament of Berlin, 
German journalists, and managers of culture. Workshops attended by experts from both cities 
were  also  organised. 

.

_international cooperation  

_25 years of the Warsaw-Berlin partnership
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17 – 18  March,  Eindhoven 
5 – 7  October,  Oulu 

Eurocities is the network of the 130 largest cities in Europe and 40 partner cities, represented 
by local-government authorities. In March, we attended the meeting of working groups for 
the creative sector in Eindhoven. The participants in the forum were presented, among other 
things, on numerous projects in the field of the creative industries conducting activities 
on the premises  of  the  former  Philips  Strijp-S  factory. 

In October, in Oulu (Finland), we participated in the exchange of experiences in the field 
of cultural education for children and young people. We attended plenary sessions 
and workshops, and visited institutions involved in cultural education. We have familiarised 
ourselves with the programme of cultural education implemented in the city of Oulu for 25 years, 
integrating school education with active participation in culture.                              

5 – 7  October,  Moscow  

For the second time, Warsaw participated in the World Culture Cities Forum – a meeting 
of the world cities of culture. In 2016, it was held in Moscow. We were given the opportunity 
to share our experiences in the implementation of cultural policy in dialogue with citizens. 
We also had an opportunity to see a presentation of the most interesting activities implemented 
in Moscow. The debate on how cultural policy influences the functioning of the cities, and how 
culture penetrates other spheres of life, was held in a multimedia modern-art museum. 
The delegation from Warsaw attended a workshop on the cultural activities conducted 
by the Bulgakov Museum (Moscow), often criticised by the public.                                       

Warsaw shared with participants their experiences on support for the participation of citizens 
in culture and establishing the process of the creation of culture by citizens.                       

.

.

.

_Eurocities Culture Forum 2016  

_World Culture Cities Forum  
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400,000 
visits
monthly      

_funding for culture 

the Department of Culture's budget

budget by type of institutions

47% 20% 19% 9% 5%
theatres museums other cultural 

institutions 
NGOs other

2,500 
new information 
posts monthly

nearly

PLN 222 million

the budget for cultural investments 

PLN 53.6 million
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language version

PL / EN

_kulturalna.warszawa.pl

 the most comprehensive source of information on Warsaw's prime cultural events

www.kulturalna.warszawa.pl


CULTURE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF WARSAW 
pl. Bankowy 2, 00-095 WARSAW
phone  +48 22 4430320
Sekretariat.BKU@um.warszawa.pl
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